An Roinn Iompair
Department of Transport

Marine Notice No. 32 of 2022

Natice to all Masters, Owners and Users of Fleaswre and Recreational Cralt.
This Marine Notice supersedss Marine Nobice No. 40 of 2021

Code of Practice for the Safe Operation
of Recreational Craft

The Depariment of Transport wishes to remind all masters, owners and users of pleasure

and recreational craft of the existence of the Code of Practice for the Safe Operation of
Recreational Craft.

1. What is the Code of Practice about?
The Code of Practice is a valuable source of information, advice and best practice operational
guidance for owners, masters, operators and wsers of a range of pleasure and recreational
craft operating in Irish coastal and inland waters.

The Code highlights the importance of personal responsibility for all those who take to the
water. Each person must take maritime safety seriously. prepare and plan for a safe frip,
behave responsibly on the water and be properly equipped so as to be able to respond to
any incidents that may arise.

2. Whois the Code of Practice for?
The Code of Practice for the Safe Operation of Recreational

Craft is intended for use by owners, operators and wsers of all |

pleasure and recreational craft operating in Irish coastal and ]

inland waters. The Code contains information on legislative ; ': ?::_"'H:'I'I'm":';'IWI tion
requirements, safe operation and advice on best practice when *  of Recr LIJ.;....,L] Craft

using a range of recreational craft including:

»  Sail and motor boats

» Sailing dinghies

» Personal watercraft (e.g., jet skis)
» Power boats

» Canoes and kayvaks

» Rowing boats

« Charter boats

« Ski boats and dive boats

o«  Windsurf boards, stand-up paddle boards and other non-
powered craft.
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3. How to use the Code?
The Code of Practice is in two Paris followed by a series of Appendices.

Part A (Chapter 1) outlines the legislative requirements that apply to all recreational craft
or specific types or size of craft. Owners and operators must comply with the requirements
appropriate to their craft.

Part B (Chapters 2 fo 11) contains recommended guidelines and best practice
information on the safe operation of recreational craft. Chapters 2 to & provide guidance in
relation to paricular types of crafifactivities. Chapters 10 and 11 provide information on
safety operations and emergency procedures, while a series of 11 Appendices cover such
topics as radiocommunications, collision prevention, weather and sea states, lifgjacket use,
passage planning, buoyage and anchoring.

Crhwmers and operators of recreational craft should familiarise themselves with Part A of the
Code, the particular Chapter in Part B appropriate fo their type of vessel, together with
Chapters 10, 11 and the Appendices.

4. Where to get the Code?
The Code of Practice is a free document and hardcopies can be obiained on reguest, in both
English and Irish, from the Maritime Safety Policy Division of the Department at email

The Code is also available to view or download from

For the convenience of those who may only be interested in a particular type of recreational
craft, individual chapters of the Code are also available to view or download from the above
website.

h. Has the Code been updated since the 2017 Edition was published?
The content of the Code is kept under reviegw in order fo ensure that it remains up to date.
Since the publication of the November 2017 edition, a number of revisions and updates have
been idenfified. A list of these updates is availahble to view in both English and Irish at

6. Some reminders and personal responsibilities to be aware of when taking to
the water:

«  Know that mobile phones should not be relied on as the primary method of
contacting the emergency services. Marine VHF radio is the most appropriate means
of communication. For further advice and information, please see

(Limitations of Mobile Phone Use for Emergency Communication at Sea).
However, it is recommended that all vessels operating on inland lakes and waterways as
well as in coastal waters carry a fully charged mobile phone contained in a watertight
storage bag or casing. Please see Chapier 11.11 (Mobile Devices) of the Code (page
127).
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mailto:MarineLeisureSafety@transport.gov.ie
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/66ff7e-safe-operation-of-recreational-craft/
https://assets.gov.ie/39340/983e61f87c214bf289e55d1a287520f3.pdf
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/34545/019f21cbdd6144e0add80effcb5c8dfc.pdf#page=1
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/34545/019f21cbdd6144e0add80effcb5c8dfc.pdf#page=1

Martime Radio Beacons: Cwners and operators of recreational craft are reminded that
Emergency Position Indicating Radio Beacons (EFIREs) and Personal Locator Beacons
[(FLEs) provide an effective means to transmit a distress alert in a marine environment. It
is important that these devices are registered with the Irish EFIRE and PLE regisfries to
provide a point of contact on shore for the Beacon in the event of activation. This
infarmation is made available to the Irish Coast Guard. The following Marime Nofices
apply: Marine MNotice Mo, 25 of 2010, Personal Locator Beacons (PLE) Reqgistry, and
Marine Motice MNo. 38 of 2013, ©Care and maintenance of EPIRBs.

Feqistration of PLBs is provided by the Commission for Communications Regulation
(Comreq), One Dockland Central, Guild Street, Dublin 1, D01 E4X0.
For Reference:

Consult (Changes to Irish Coast Guard YHF working
channels) for changes that have been made tothe VWHF working channels used by
the Irish Coast Guard for communications with the public.

Check current weather forecasts and seallakever conditions prior to departure and
plan your voyage accordingly. For further information see

(Importance of Voyage Planning and avoiding dangerous situations in Adverse Weather
and Sea Conditions).

Know the increased risks involved with single person operation. See
(Two Separate Fatal incidental incidents invelving recreational fishing by
persons operating alone).

Mote the importance of appropriate training in the operation of the craft that you are
using. Appendices 9 and 10 of the Code of Practice provide a list of Course Providers
and their contact details.

Ee aware of the prohibitions in relation to being under the influence of alcohol
and/or drugs when operating or while on board a recreational craft. Flease see

(Prohibitions on the consumption of Alcohol and/or Drugs)
for further information.

Know the importance of abiding by the legal requirements in relation to the wearing and
camying of Personal Flotation Devices/Lifejackets. Flease see

(Personal Flotation Devices for Pleasure Craft and Personal Watercraft) for
further information.

Know the importance of wearing clothing and footwear that will not affect your
chance of survival in the water. Clothing fraps air, which may result in a person not
floating as would be expected. Clothing also absorbs water, making a person heavier.
Flease consider if you need to use a Personal Flotation Device with a higher performance
standard to ensure that if vou enter the water you self-right face up and your mouth and
nose are kept sufficiently clear of the water.
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https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/22089/4a98f01ae95942b1a6bf95ae8810624d.pdf#page=1
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/21980/faf7becf0b7b4aada5d1d0074c1acf6f.pdf#page=1
https://www.comreg.ie/industry/licensing/personal-locator-beacons/
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/109132/48e95fd9-cd9a-4b13-bdca-597f3f8643e3.pdf#page=null
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/130129/a255f8d0-f219-47c3-a34d-20c6bbfe89e3.pdf#page=null
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/100596/64f994c1-816c-4e92-8135-6bc9f45c9c74.pdf#page=null
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/100596/64f994c1-816c-4e92-8135-6bc9f45c9c74.pdf#page=null
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/21691/556ed9a9d8834200b62e6ef73e50bf43.pdf#page=1
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/27201/9447a7ff27274709a765f866f661609e.pdf#page=1
https://www.gov.ie/pdf/?file=https://assets.gov.ie/27201/9447a7ff27274709a765f866f661609e.pdf#page=1

» A Checklist of Basic Requirements and Advice to be followed before taking o the
water can be found on page 5 of the Code and is also attached as an Annex to this Marine
Motice.

All recreational craft users are encouraged to familiarise themselves with the Code of
Practice and to heed the safety advice and recommendations.

Flease spread the word regarding the Code of Practice and its availahbility.

Mote: Marine Motices are issued purely for maritime safety and navigation reasons and
should not be construed as conferring rights or granting pemmissions.

Irish Maritime Administration,
Cepartment of Transport,

Leeson Lane, Dublin, D02 TRE0, Ireland.
Encl Annex

02/06/2022

For any t=chnical assistance in relation to this Marne Motice, please contact
The Marnne Survey Office, emnail:
For general enguiries, please contact the Maritime Safety Policy Division, email:

WWritien enguines concarning Marine Motices should be addressad to:
Dept. of Transpornt, Maritime Safety Policy Division, Leeson Lane, Dublin 2, D02 TREQD, Ireland.
ennail: or wisit us at:
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