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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background 

The Port of Waterford (POW) is currently developing a 25-year Master Plan that will provide 
guidance and strategic context for future developments at the Port. This document has a dual 
function: 

1. Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Scoping Report for the POW Master Plan, 
and 

2. The Consultation Document, to be issued to the statutory and other relevant 
consultees to provide feedback on the scope of the proposed SEA process. 
 

This Scoping Report has been prepared in accordance with: 

 European Communities (Environmental Assessment of Certain Plans and 

Programmes) Regulations 2004 (S.I. 435/2004), as amended by S.I. 200 of 2011. 

 Planning and Development (Strategic Environmental Assessment) Regulations 2004 

(S.I. 436/2004), as amended by S.I. 200 and 201 of 2011. 

 The Environmental Protection Agency, SEA Pack, March 2018. 

The purpose of this Scoping Report is to provide sufficient information on the POW Master 

Plan to enable consultees to develop views and opinions on the appropriateness of the scope, 

structure, level of detail, methodology for assessment and consultation period proposed for the 

Environmental Report.  

 

 

 

  



Strategic Environmental Assessment Scoping Report   July 2018 
Port of Waterford Master Plan   

 

E1475 - Malone O’ Regan Environmental   2 

1.2 Strategic Environmental Assessment 

The SEA Directive requires that certain plans and programmes, either due to administrative 
and /or environmental considerations, be subject to the SEA process. Broadly speaking the 
SEA process is comprised of four stages as outlined in Table 1-1 below. Consultation is 
undertaken throughout the SEA process.  

Table 1-1: Stages in the SEA Process 

Stage Description  Status 

Screening Determines whether SEA is required for a Plan 
/ Programme in consultation with the 
designated statutory consultees.   

Completed Q2 2018 

(Refer to Appendix A)  

Scoping Determines the scope and level of detail for the 
SEA in consultation with the designated 
statutory consultees.  

Current Stage 

Environment 
Assessment 

Formal and transparent assessment of the 
likely significant impacts on the environment 
due to implementation of a Plan / Programme 
including all reasonable alternatives. The 
output from this stage is an Environmental 
Report which is required to go on public display 
along with the draft Plan / Programme.  

Scheduled for Q3/Q4 2018 

SEA Statement Summarises the process undertaken and 
identifies how environmental considerations 
and consultations have been integrated into the 
final Plan / Programme. 

Scheduled for Q4 2018 

A scoping workshop will be held for all consultees to attend at the Port of Waterford offices, at 
Belview Port, Co. Waterford. This workshop will take place on Wednesday 8th August 2018, 
and details are provided in a separate invitation letter. 

1.3 Appropriate Assessment 

The Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Flora 
and Fauna, better known as “The Habitats Directive”, provides the framework for legal 
protection of habitats and species of European importance.  Articles 3 to 9 provide the 
legislative means to protect habitats and species of community interest through the 
establishment and conservation of an EU-wide network of sites known as Natura 2000.  These 
are Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) designated under the Habitats Directive and 
Special Protection Areas (SPAs) designated under the Conservation of Wild Birds Directive 
(79/409/EEC as amended 2009/149/EC) (better known as “The Birds Directive”). 

Article 6(3) and 6(4) of the Habitats Directive set out the decision-making tests for plans and 
projects likely to affect Natura 2000 sites (Annex 1.1).  Article 6(3) establishes the requirement 
for Appropriate Assessment (now termed Natura Impact Statement): 

“Any plan or project not directly connected with or necessary to the management of the 
[Natura 2000] site but likely to have a significant effect thereon, either individually or in 
combination with other plans and projects, shall be subjected to appropriate assessment 
of its implications for the site in view of the site’s conservation objectives.  In light of the 
conclusions of the assessment of the implication for the site and subject to the provisions 
of paragraph 4, the competent national authorities shall agree to the plan or project only 
after having ascertained that it will not adversely affect the integrity of the site concerned 
and, if appropriate, after having obtained the opinion of the general public” 
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The Habitats Directive was transposed into Irish Law via several pieces of legislation which 
have now been consolidated into European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) 
Regulations 2011. 

An Appropriate Assessment (AA) Screening Process for the POW Master Plan is being 
undertaken in parallel with the SEA process. The findings of the AA will be used to inform the 
SEA and in particular guide the development of alternatives. In addition, the Master Planning 
process will be influenced by the findings of the AA and the final Master Plan will be prepared 
taking cognisance of the AA recommendations. 

1.4 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment 

In 2009, the OPW and the then Department of Environment and Local Government (DoEHLG, 
2009) published ‘The Planning System and Flood Risk Management Guidelines’ which 
introduced mechanisms for the incorporation of flood risk identification, assessment and 
management into the planning process.  These guidelines state that 

‘the steps in the development plan process and its Strategic Environmental 
Assessment need to be supported by appropriate analysis of flood risk’,  

i.e. a Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA).  

The SFRA aims to determine flood risk within a particular geographical area, in this case, the 
POW Master Plan area, and to inform and support strategic planning and development in the 
area.  Under the guidelines, the objectives of an SFRA are to:  

 Provide an improved understanding of flood risk. 

 Identify areas of natural floodplain to be safeguarded. 

 Produce a sufficiently detailed flood risk assessment. 

 Inform the application of the Justification Test. 

 Conclude whether flood risk measures within development area can reduce 
flood risk to an acceptable level.  

 Provide guidance on suitable mitigation measures. 

The SFRA process for the POW Master Plan is being undertaken in parallel with the SEA and 
as per the guidelines will be fully integrated with the SEA process. In addition, the Master 
Planning process will be influenced by the findings of the SFRA and the final Master Plan will 
be prepared taking cognisance of the SFRA recommendations. 
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2.0 PORT OF WATERFORD MASTER PLAN 

2.1 Port of Waterford 

POW is designated as a Port of National Significance (Tier 2) within the terms of the National 
Port’s Policy (Department of Transport, 2013) and is a comprehensive port on the Ten-T 
Network. POW is Ireland’s closest multi-model Port to mainland Europe and enjoys excellent 
transport links with Ireland’s major cities.  

POW has been a hub for shipping to and from the southeast of Ireland for over 1100 years. 
POW, originally known as Waterford Harbour Commissioners, was established more than 200 
years ago in 1816.  

POW operates with a focus on bulk, general cargoes and container handling through its 
licenced stevedores. The main centre of operations is Belview Port on the River Suir ca. 5km 
downstream of Waterford City.  

Belview Port currently handles over 1 million tonnes of bulk products (predominately agri-
related) together with another 100k+ tonnes of break bulk (predominately timber, steel and 
project cargoes). In addition, POW handles 40k TEU1 container/ Lo-Lo2 traffic annually with a 
view to expanding the Lo-Lo service offering at the Port in the coming years.  

POW is also a member of Cruise Ireland and welcomes many cruise ships to Ireland’s South 
East region each year.  

2.2 Master Plan 

The POW Master Plan will provide a physical framework for the sustainable development of 
the Port, describing the strategic intentions necessary to improve overall Port performance 
and illustrating a clear vision of future Port operations.  

Development of this 25-year Master Plan is considered critical to increase the commercial 
success and sustainability of the Port. The Master Plan will set out the main infrastructural 
developments envisaged to facilitate trade in the Region for the next 25 years. 

The key objectives of the Master Plan will be as follows: 

1. To reduce dredging requirements at the Port. 
2. To increase navigational safety and access to the Port. 
3. To provide additional capacity at the Port. 
4. To facilitate the development of new shore side berthing provisions and facilities. 

A range of both shore and marine based projects will be included in the Master Plan to achieve 
these objectives. The proposed area that will be covered by the Master Plan is shown Figure 
2-1 below and in Appendix B.  

                                                 

1 Twenty foot equivalent units, describing port throughput capacity. 

2 LO-LO (LIFT ON/LIFT OFF) A type of vessel that allows cargo to be loaded or unloaded by either ship 
or shore cranes. 
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Figure 2-1: POW Master Plan Area 
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2.3 Overview of Policy Context 

As part of the SEA process the context of the POW Master Plan must be established with 
regard to other plans and programmes that have been adopted at International, European and 
National levels. In particular consideration must be given to the interaction between the Master 
Plan and the environmental protection objectives and standards included within these plans 
and programmes. 

Table 2-1: Key Plans, Programmes and Legislation Relevant to the POW Master Plan 

Level Plan / Programme / Legislation  

International 
and European  

 The Ambient Air Quality and Cleaner Air for Europe Directive 
(2008/50/EC)  

 Bathing Water Directive [2006/7/EC]  

 Birds Directive [2009/147/EC]  

 Environmental Liability Directive [2004/35/EC] 

 Environmental Noise Directive [2002/49/EC]  

 Environmental Quality Standards Directive [2008/105/EC] 

 EU Floods Directive [2007/60/EC]  

 EU Shellfish Directive (2006/ 113 / EC)  

 Habitats Directive [92/43/EEC]  

 Marine Strategy Framework Directive [2008/56/EC]  

 Maritime Spatial Planning [2014/89/EU] 

 SEA Directive [2001/42/EC]  

 Second European Climate Change Programme [ECCP II] 2005 

 Waste Framework Directive [2008/98/EC]  

 Water Framework Directive [2000/60/EC]  

National  Adaption Planning, Developing Resilience to Climate Change in the 
Irish Transport Sector (DTTAS, 2017)  

 Architectural Heritage Protection – Guidelines for Planning 
Authorities (DAHG, 2011)  

 National Adaptation Framework (DCCAE 2018)  

 National Biodiversity Plan 2017-2021 (DAHRRGA, 2017)  

 National Planning Framework 2040  

 River Basin Management Plan 2018-2021  

 European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 
2011 to 2015  

 Flora (Protection) Order, 2015, S.I. No. 356 of 2015 

 Fisheries Acts 1959 to 2007 (S.I. No. 14 of 1959 and No. 17 of 
2007)  

 Harnessing Our Ocean Wealth: An Integrated Marine Plan for 
Ireland (InterDepartmental Marine Coordination Group 2012)  

 Marine Strategy Framework Directive, Programme of Measures 
(SEAS, 2015)  

 National Heritage Plan 2002-2007 (DAHG, 2002)  

 National Landscape Strategy for Ireland 2015 – 2025 (DAHG, 
2015)  

 National Mitigation Plan for Climate Change, 2017  

 National Monuments Acts (1930 to 2004) (S.I. No. 2 of 1930 & No. 
22 of 2004) 

 National Policy Framework on Alternative Fuels Infrastructure for 
Transport in Ireland - 2017 to 2030  

 National Ports Policy 2013 

 National Strategic Plan for Sustainable Aquaculture Development 
(DAFM, 2015)  

 National Spatial Strategy for Ireland 2002-2020 (DEHLG, 2002)  
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Level Plan / Programme / Legislation  

 Proposed National Clean Air Strategy (DCCAE, under consultation, 
2017)  

 Wildlife Acts 1976 as amended 

 Environmental Noise Regulations 2006 

 Dumping at Sea Act 1996 as amended. 

Regional  County Wexford Biodiversity Action Plan 2013-2018 

 Ferrybank-Belview Local Area Plan 2009-2020 

 Kilkenny Noise Action Plan 2014 -2018 

 New Ross Town & Environs Development Plan 2011 -2017 (as 
extended)  

 Regional Planning Guidelines for the South-East Region 2010-
2022 

 Southern Regional Assembly Regional Spatial and Economic 
Strategy (to commence) 

 Southern Region Waste Management Plan 2015-2021 

 Kilkenny County Development Plan 2014-2020 

 Waterford City Biodiversity Action Plan 

 Waterford City Development Plan 2013-2019 

 Waterford County Development Plan 2011 – 2017 (as extended)  

 Waterford Heritage Plan 2017-2022 

 Waterford Local Economic & Community Plan 2015-2020 

 Wexford County Development Plan 2013-2019 

 Wexford Local Economic and Community Plan 2016-2021 
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3.0 SCOPING FOR POW MASTER PLAN 

This section describes the proposed scope for the Master Plan SEA including:  

 Geographic and temporal scope of the assessment. 

 Potential significant effects arising from implementation of the Master Plan. 

 Elements of the Master Plan that will be part of the SEA process.  

3.1 Scope of the Master Plan 

As part of the SEA process it is critical to determine what elements of the Master Plan should 
be assessed and in what level of detail. The objective of the SEA is to provide a meaningful 
assessment of those elements of the Master Plan that may result in significant environmental 
effects, in order to establish a more transparent decision-making process and to ensure the 
integration of environmental considerations in the Master Plan.  

As the Master Plan is currently being developed, and the SEA will impact its final version, the 
assessment of all currently proposed infrastructural developments in the Master Plan has been 
proposed. Additional elements of the Master Plan such as the introduction, executive summary 
and necessary steps for the implementation of the Plan will not be assessed as part of the 
SEA process.  

Table 3-1 lists the major proposed infrastructural developments to be included in the Master 
Plan that are to be assessed in the SEA Environmental Report.    

Table 3-1: Proposed Developments to be Assessed in the SEA Environmental Report 

Project 
No. 

Development Description 

1 Cheekpoint Lower 
Bar River Training 

The Cheekpoint Lower Bar area is regularly maintained by dredging, 
resulting in the need for disposal of high volume of dredged materials 
and high ongoing maintenance costs. The key project within the 
Master Plan is construction of a river training wall at a strategic 
location, which would remove the need for ongoing dredging, as 
shown by the hydrodynamic model completed for the estuary. 

2 Quay Wall 
Continuity 

There is currently a break of 230m in the continuity of the quay wall 
between Belview Quay and O’Brien’s Quay. This area is prone to 
sedimentation and impinges on safe navigational depths in the 
adjacent downstream berth. To minimise this feature and provide 
additional berthing and storage, the construction of a quay wall in this 
area is proposed. 

3 Belview Quay 
Extension 

Construction of a 400m extension of the main Belview Quay to provide 
two new berths is proposed. This project would require 6 hectares of 
land reclamation and capital dredging. 

4 Turning Basin 
Development 

Currently, trade vessels utilise one of two turning circles; either 
between Belview Quay and O’Brien’s Quay or within the area just 
beyond the downstream end of Belview Quay (between Flour Mill and 
Snowhill at Cheekpoint Upper Bar). Both areas have constraints on 
length which would prevent larger vessels accessing the Port. 
Therefore, it is proposed to develop (i.e. enlarge) one of these turning 
basins to safely accommodate trade vessels which are foreseen to 
possibly visit the port in the next 25 years. 

5 Carter Patch 
Channel Widening 

Carter Patch represents an area of the navigational channel (from 
Passage East to Sheagh Light) that poses a navigational safety 
hazard to trade vessels with a particular length. The curve of the 
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Project 
No. 

Development Description 

navigational channel requires vessels to ‘crab’ when manoeuvring the 
channel. This results in a limiting length of vessel through the area.  

This project would involve widening this area to approximately 150m 
to remove this restriction and increase navigational safety and access. 

6 Approach 
Channel 
Deepening 

To accommodate larger, tidally restricted vessels it is required to 
deepen the approach channel, from the mouth of the estuary to the 
quays, from 6.5mBCD to a more appropriate level, potentially to a 
depth of 8mBCD.  

7 Shore Side 
Developments 

The Local Area Plan for Ferrybank/Belview designates a significant 
area of land around Belview for port related facilities and uses. 
Currently envisaged projects include: 

 Road access – alterations to N29 in vicinity of the Port 
to allow access to roadside lands. 

 Services – water supply, effluent treatment, 
broadband. 

 Serviced Land – development of serviced sites. 

 POW is seeking a wider zoning designation on Marine Point 
to allow development of office buildings. 

 Development of additional warehousing required for 
forecasted increased Port throughput. 

 Potential other shore side infrastructural developments 
required to support the above shore side projects. 

8 O’Brien Quay 
Extension 

O’Brien’s Quay can currently accommodate 100m long ships. 

Extension to accommodate 190m long ships is proposed. 

Extension on either side of the existing quay is considered. 

Turning circle will be required in the vicinity of this Quay to allow 

longer ships to turn, which would require deepening and 

maintenance dredging. 

9 Berth Deepening  Deepening of  berths at Belview or O’Brien’s Quay is proposed to 
accommodate deeper drafted vessels at the terminals.  

The information presented in Table 3-1 is provided to generate discussion during the 
consultation period and is subject to change based on comments received and the final scope 
and content of the Master Plan. 

3.2 Geographic Scope 

The area covered within the Master Plan is illustrated in Figure 2-1 and Appendix B. However, 
the geographic scope of the environmental assessment will be flexible and will depend on the 
geographic extent of potential impacts (i.e. zone influence) occurring as a result of 
implementing the measures proposed in the Master Plan.  

3.3 Temporal Scope 

The POW Master Plan will cover the period from 2020-2045. The Master Plan and the SEA 
will be reviewed every 5 years and updated as required. Phasing of the proposed 
developments in the Master Plan is presented in Table 3-2 below.  
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Table 3-2: Phasing and Temporal Scope of the Master Plan 

Master Plan 
Phases 

Projects Project 

Phase 1 Project No. 1. Cheekpoint Lower Bar River Training 

Project No. 7. Shore 
Side Developments 

Phase 2 

 

Project No. 2. Quay Wall Continuity 

Project No. 8. O’Brien’s Quay Extension 

Phase 3 

 

Project No. 3. Quay Extension 

Project No. 4. Turning Basin Relocation  

Project No. 5. Carter Patch Channel Widening 

Project No. 6. Approach Channel Deepening 

Project No. 9: Berth Deepening  

In addition to the timeframe of the development phasing, in line with the SEA Directive, there 
will be consideration of short, medium and long-term impacts during the assessment of the 
POW Master Plan. The short term will be the construction phase of a project, the medium term 
will be the initial operational years (e.g. 0-10 years) while the long term will be the long-term 
operation of a project (10 years onwards).  

The baseline information to be included in the assessment of a project including and the short, 
medium and long-term impacts will all change depending on the timeframe stage of the Master 
Plan. The baseline conditions and subsequent impacts of the development of an option 
included in the Master Plan will be dependent on what year the development takes places and 
what type of development, if any, has preceded it, as this determines the baseline state of the 
Port at that time.  

3.4 Scoping of Strategic Environmental Assessment Topics 

As per S.I. 435 of 2004 as amended, consideration has been given to the environmental 
effects, both positive and negative, that could potentially arise from implementation of the 
POW Master Plan. These environmental considerations are detailed Table 3-3 below.  It is 
anticipated that information in Table 3-3 will evolve as the Master Plan develops and as the 
details of the options and measures being considered become fully apparent. There are many 
interrelationships between different SEA Topics, which will be considered in the Environmental 
Report. 

Table 3-3: Scoping of SEA Topics 

SEA Topics Environmental Considerations Scoping 
Conclusion 

 

 

 

Biodiversity, Flora 
and Fauna 

 

 

 

 

 Effects on European protected Sites including the Lower 
River Suir SAC and the River Barrow and River Nore SAC 
and their designated features of interest. Following 
completion of AA Stage 1, additional Natura 2000 site may 
have to be included. 

 Effects on sensitive marine habitats – habitat quality and 
habitat loss. 

 Impact of dredging. 

 Impact of in-water works. 

 Potential introduction and spread of invasive species and 
alien species.  

 Potential for interaction with Habitats Directive i.e. Article 6. 

Scoped In 
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SEA Topics Environmental Considerations Scoping 
Conclusion 

Population & 
Human Health 

 Economic impacts on fishing communities and the lobster 
and shellfish industry. 

 Potential impacts on the use of land for recreational 
activities (e.g. walking, cycling, bird-watching, water sports 
etc.). 

 Potential impacts on tourism (e.g. increased numbers of 
cruise ships). 

 Disturbance and nuisance impacts from traffic and cargo 
handling. 

 Health impacts related to emissions to air, noise, vibration 
and disturbance. 

 Impacts on employment and economic activity. 

Scoped In 

Geology, Soils & 
Land-use 

 Management of sediments including contaminated 
sediments. 

 Impacts of land reclamation. 

 Vulnerability of land to erosion (e.g. marine areas). 

 Soil function. 

 Effects on geomorphology (e.g. river channels, landforms). 

Scoped In 

Water 

 Effects of construction works in marine waters. 

 Pressure and impacts on the ecological status of water 
bodies. 

 Wastewater and surface water volumes and treatment. 

 Impact from ballast waters. 

 Accidental spills. 

 Impact of in water works on water quality during the 
construction / dredging phases 

 Impacts of the disposal of dredge materials 

 Impacts on local bathing waters 

 Flood risk – will be addressed in the Strategic Flood Risk 
Assessment. 

Scoped In 

Air, Noise & 
Vibration 

 Impacts of construction and operational emissions on 
ambient air quality and on designated habitats. 

 Effects of noise and vibration on humans and wildlife 
(including marine) in surrounding areas.  

 Noise and vibration management.  

 Aquatic noise. 

Scoped In 

Climatic Factors 

 Carbon performance / footprint of POW activities and 
operation within the Port. 

 Climate change exacerbated flooding.  

 Climate change mitigation and adaption. 

Scoped In 

Material Assets,  
Infrastructure & 
Fisheries 

 Effects of dredging material and potential for reuse of 
dredged materials.  

 Assessment of the Placement Site3 location. 

 Protection of water-related assets. 

 Effects on waste generation at POW. 

 Effects on vehicular traffic levels accessing and exiting the 
Port.  

Scoped In 

                                                 
3 Permitted by the EPA’s under the Dumping at Sea Act 1996, as amended. 
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SEA Topics Environmental Considerations Scoping 
Conclusion 

 Effects on existing and proposed utilities and infrastructure 
e.g. for transport, energy and communication.  

 Commercial fisheries, aquaculture and shellfish beds. 

 Effects on salmonids, other protected fish species. 

 Wastewater from shore developments. 

Cultural, 
Architectural & 
Archaeological 
Heritage 

 Effects on designated sites and monuments and 
underwater archaeological features. 

 Effects on cultural features within the Master Plan area, in 
particular local maritime and industrial heritage.  

 Effects on areas of architectural significance in particular 
locally important buildings.  

 Underwater archaeology. 

Scoped In 

Landscape & Visual 
Amenity 

 Effects on areas of designated landscape quality and 
scenic views.   

 Effects on general landscape character and amenity value 
of the natural environment.  

 Impacts on views from local sensitive receptor locations 

Scoped In 
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4.0 BASELINE ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS 

In accordance with the SEA Directive, an environmental baseline will be compiled for each of 
the SEA topics. This will include:  

 Description of existing environmental conditions. 

 Discussion of the key environmental issues and problems. 

The SEA Environmental Report will contain a detailed description of the environmental 
baseline data within the Master Plan area. It is anticipated that in the Environmental Report, 
the baseline data will be presented via maps, graphs and diagrams with supporting text.   

The current state of the environment will be described using the most up-to-date and relevant 
information available. Should updated environmental information of significant importance 
become available during the SEA process, this information will be incorporated into the 
description of the current state of the environment. If data gaps exist these will be clearly 
stated along with details on whether it will be feasible to address these data gaps during the 
SEA process. 

The key baseline information and sources proposed to be used in preparation of the 
environmental report are listed in Table 4-1.   

Table 4-1: Summary of the Proposed Environmental Baseline Data and Sources  

SEA Topic Proposed Scope of 
Baseline Data 

Data Sources 

Biodiversity, 
Flora and 
Fauna 

Information pertaining 
to designated sites and 
their qualifying features 
of interests.   

Data regarding 
protected habitats and 
species in the general 
area.  

Current threats to 
biodiversity. 

Marine mammal 
records for Waterford 
Estuary. 

 National Parks and Wildlife Service  
(NPWS) 

 National Biodiversity Data Centre 
(NBDC) 

 Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) 

 Bat Conservation Ireland  

 EPA 

 OSPAR data 

 Biodiversity Ireland data  

 Irish Whale and Dolphin Group 
(IWDG) data 

 POW data 

 Local Authority data Waterford, 
Wexford & Kilkenny 

Population & 
Human Health 

Population density and 
distribution, employment 
levels and perceived 
health 

 

 CSO data 

 Local Authority data Waterford, 
Wexford & Kilkenny 

 HSE – Environmental Health Officer 

Geology, Soils 
& Land-use 

Geological and soil 
features including bedrock, 
aquifers, soil and subsoil 
type / vulnerability, 
geological heritage sites, 
coastal erosion and soil 
contamination. 

Land-use designations 
within the Master Plan 
area 

 Geological Survey of Ireland (GSI)  

 Teagasc soil information  

 Office of Public Works (OPW) 

 EPA  

 County development plans 

 Corine Landcover  and land-use 
database 
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SEA Topic Proposed Scope of 
Baseline Data 

Data Sources 

Water Surface water, 
groundwater, coastal and 
estuarine. 

Location, status and risk of 
waterbodies. 

Flood risk and 
management. 

Water quality and usage. 

 EPA 

 OPW 

 IFI 

 Water Framework Directive (WFD) 
reports 

 National Catchment Flood Risk 
Assessment and Management 
Programme (CFRAM) 

 POW data 

 Local Authority data Waterford, 
Wexford & Kilkenny 

Air, Noise and 
Vibration 

Air quality data.  

Noise and vibration data 
and information. 

 EPA 

 POW  data 

 Kilkenny Noise Action Plan 

 Local Authority data Waterford, 
Wexford & Kilkenny 

 Ocean Noise Mapping & Monitoring 
(UCC) 

Climatic factors General climatic 
information and trends.  

Carbon emissions from 
Port operations.  

 Met Éireann 

 EPA 

 POW data 

 National and International reports on 
climate change 

Material 
Assets, 
Infrastructure & 
Fisheries 

Transport, 
telecommunications, 
energy, waste etc.  

 Iarnrod Éireann 

 EPA 

 POW data 

 Local Authority data Waterford, 
Wexford & Kilkenny 

 The Sea-Fisheries Protection 
Authority 

 Inland Fisheries 

 Bord Iascaigh Mhara 

Cultural, 
Archaeological 
& Architectural 
Heritage 

Location and status of 
protected sites, 
monuments, buildings, 
structures and shipwrecks. 

 Local authorities 

 National Inventory of Architectural 
Heritage  

 National Monument Service  

 The Discovery Programme – 
Heritage Council 

 Department of Culture Heritage and 
the Gaeltacht (DCHG) 

 Integrated Mapping for the 
Sustainable Development of 
Ireland’s Marine Resource 
(INFOMAR) 

 The Wreck Inventory of Ireland  

 POW Data on underwater 
archaeology 

Landscape & 
Visual Amenity  

Landscape character 
areas, sensitive landscape 

 County development plans 
(Waterford, Wexford and Kilkenny) 
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SEA Topic Proposed Scope of 
Baseline Data 

Data Sources 

areas, protected and 
scenic views. 
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5.0 ASSESSMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 

5.1 SEA Approach 

An SEA Environmental Report and Natura Impact Statement (output of AA) will be prepared 
for the POW Master Plan. The Natura Impact Statement (NIS) as well as Strategic Flood Risk 
Assessment (SFRA) will contribute to and influence the SEA Environmental Report. As these 
reports evolve, they will contribute to and influence the Master Plan.  It is proposed that there 
will be a second consultation period, once all three documents are complete, to provide 
statutory and non-statutory consultees, along with the general public, an opportunity to 
comment on the Plan and associated environmental reports.    

5.2 Assessment of Alternatives  

The primary goal of the Master Plan will ensure the long term commercial viability of the Port, 
and that all future development will be undertaken in an environmentally sustainable manner. 
It is proposed to achieve this goal through a reduction in dredging requirements and the 
expansion of the existing and development of new marine and shore-based Port projects.  

As part of the Master Plan development process, consideration will be given to alternative 
approaches / options for future works at the Port.  This consideration will include a ‘do nothing’ 
scenario, whereby the Master Plan is not implemented, as the basis for comparison with 
alternative options that prepare for future Port developments which will increase the 
commercial viability of the Port, as detailed in Table 5-1. For the purposes of this assessment 
commercial viability encompasses both increasing trade at the Port and reducing dredging 
requirements.  
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Table 5-1: Initial SEA Alternatives  

List of Options Description  

Do Nothing The Port continues its present day operations and facility use. No options described in the Master 
Plan are undertaken. 

Variation 1 of Wall Design Construction of a training wall 1200 metres long from Snowhill to Drumdowney Point. The area behind 
the training to be reclaimed with dredged material from Cheekpoint and Duncannon Bars and 
covering an area of 16 hectares. The training wall was initially designed to +3.5m OD (Poolbeg), with 
engineered option to be further raised to + 6.Om OD. 

Variation 2 of the Wall Design Construction of a training wall 1125 metres long from Snowhill to Drumdowney Point. The wall to be 
founded on the existing river bed and finished at a top level of 6.00 metres OD (Poolbeg). The wall 
design provides for 2 metres wide on top and side slopes of 1 vertical: 1.5 horizontal. Two breaches 
to be provided in the wall both twenty metres wide at low water level, one close to the upstream end 
of the wall and the other on the eastern side of the wall close to Barrow Bridge.  
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5.3 SEA Objectives, Indicators and Targets 

The EPA SEA guidance document (EPA, 2018) states that objectives, targets and indicators 
must be established in order to clearly assess environmental impacts of a proposed 
plan/programme.  The Guidance further states: 

“Objectives and targets set aims and thresholds which should be taken into 
consideration to effectively assess the impact of proposed plans on the environment. 
Indicators are used to illustrate and communicate this environmental impact in a simple 
and effective manner. “ 

Table 5-2 below sets out the objectives, targets and indicators proposed for the POW Master 
Plan.
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Table 5-2: Draft Master Plan Objectives, Indicators and Targets 

Environmental Topic Objectives Indicators Targets 

Biodiversity, Flora & 
Fauna 

Preserve, protect and where possible enhance, 
the biodiversity, flora and fauna at and in the 
vicinity of the Port of Waterford in particular 
designated sites and their qualifying features of 
interest.  

Status, condition, area and number of 
European sites and their habitats and 
species.  

To maintain and or enhance 
European sites and species in 
accordance with conservation 
objectives. 

Prevent the entry of invasive species to the 
Master Plan area. 

Presence, absence, location, quantity 
of invasive species, within Master 
Plan area.   

Prevent the entry and spread of 
invasive species within Master Plan 
area. 

Population & Human 
Health 

To create an overall improvement to the local 
population through investment in people, local 
communities and the Local Authority and a 
consciousness programme of works to reduce 
impacts on the locality from plans and projects 
associated with the development of the Port.   

No negative impacts on the health of 
neighbouring residents and workers. 

Number of port-related complaints, 
incidents or accidents.  

Employment, direct and indirect, 
created by POW. 

Quality and number of social facilities 
provided by POW in the area.   

No increase in port-related 
complaints, incidents or accidents.  

Increase in employment 
opportunities associated with POW.  

Greater quantity of social 
infrastructure and amenity facilities 
in the area.  

Maintain a good safety record at the POW. 

 

Lost time injury frequency (LTIF) for 
POW employees and contractors. 

Maintain low LTIF. 

Geology, Soils & Land-use Minimise coastal erosion and soil / sediment 
contamination. 

 

 

Rates of coastal erosion within Master 
Plan area.  

Number and significance of soil / 
sediment contamination incidents. 

Protect the coastline from erosion 
and wider geological impacts.  

Minimise contamination of soils / 
sediments at lands within or in the 
vicinity of the Port. 

Beneficial use of dredged materials to support 
circular economy. 

Volume of waste materials.  Introduce reuse of dredged 
materials. 
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Environmental Topic Objectives Indicators Targets 

Water Prevent the deterioration of the status of water 
bodies (surface /ground / coastal) with regards to 
water quality and the WFD objectives. 

Protect local Bathing Water quality at Duncannon 

Transitional water body quality 
monitoring by the EPA.  

Bathing water quality monitoring at 
Duncannon. 

Where possible maintain or improve 
the water body status within the 
harbour limits. 

Maintain acceptable bathing water 
quality status at Duncannon. 

Minimise impacts on water resource and flood 
risk. 

Limit impacts of the current dredging regime in 
long term, 

Flood risk within Master Plan area. 

 

Suspended Sediment concentrations 
in the estuary during and after 
dredging operations. 

No increase in flood risk at Port or 
the estuary. 

Limit Suspended Sediment 
concentrations above baseline 
related to dredging in the long term. 

Air Quality & Acoustics 

 

Air Quality: Maintain good air quality. 

 

The EPA’s Air Quality Index for Health 

Ambient concentrations of relevant 
pollutants 

Achieve ‘Good’ Status on the EPA 
Air Quality Index for Health. 

Compliance with Air Quality 
Standards in the CAFÉ Directive. 

Acoustics: Minimise acoustic impacts in the air 
and aquatic environments. 

 

 

Daytime noise emissions, of Lar,T of 
55dB and night-time emissions of 
LAeq,T of 45dB at sensitive receptors  

Compliance with the indicators of the 
Marine Strategy Framework Directive 
(2008/56/EC) to ‘not adversely affect 
the marine environment’ 

Ensure site specific noise emissions 
compliant with the specified 
indicator levels. 

 

To achieve Good Environmental 
Status for the acoustic aquatic 
environment from direct and indirect 
activities at the Port. 

Climatic Factors Minimise greenhouse gas emissions and carbon 
footprint of the Port.  

Carbon emissions and predicted 
greenhouse gas emissions from Port 
activities.   

No increase in GHG emissions and 
carbon footprint from Port per unit of 
cargo at the Port. 
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Environmental Topic Objectives Indicators Targets 

Adapt to potential climate change effects. Flood risk associated with climate 
change within the Master Plan area. 

No risk from climate change 
induced flooding events. 

Material Assets,       

Infrastructure & Fisheries 

Protect commercial fisheries and aquaculture. Annual turnover of fisheries and 
aquaculture in the estuary. 

Support the development of 
sustainable commercial fisheries 
and aquaculture.  

Protect existing and develop new material assets 
and infrastructure. 

New infrastructure at the Port.  

 

Develop new infrastructure which 
supports sustainable development.  

Reduce waste generation from Port activities. Tonnages of waste being directed to 
landfill and tonnages being recycled 
or reused. 

Limit any potential increase in 
quantity of waste being directed to 
landfill from the Port and increase, 
wherever possible, the quantity of 
materials for reuse and recycling at 
the Port supporting circular 
economy.  

Cultural, Architectural & 
Archaeological  

Prevent damage to or loss of heritage features 
with particular regard to local maritime heritage. 

Support researching the underwater archaeology 
in the vicinity of the Port.  

The record of known underwater 
artefact, shipwrecks and finds, and 
the quality of these objects.   

To improve by record and 
publication the diverse range of the 
aquatic history of the locality.  

Landscape & Visual 
Amenity 

Protect and where possible enhance landscape 
character and visual amenity at and in the vicinity 
of the Port. 

Visual intrusion. 

Shadow effects 

Landscape character  

No significant adverse impacts on 
local landscape views and visual 
amenity within Master Plan area. 
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5.4 Assessment Outputs  

The SEA Environmental Report will include an assessment of the alternatives against the 
objectives detailed in Table 5-2. Quantitative scoring will be used during the assessment as 
outlined in Table 5-3 below. 

Table 5-3: Description of SEA Environmental Impact Scores 

Description Score 

Significant positive impacts  3 

Moderate positive impacts 2 

Slight positive impacts  1 

No impacts 0 

Slight negative impacts  -1 

Moderate negative impacts  -2 

Significant negative impacts  -3 

5.4.1 Mitigation 

Mitigation measures will be recommended where an option arising from the Master Plan has 
the potential to result in negative impacts on any environmental topic. The mitigation measures 
will aim to prevent and if this is not possible minimise and as comprehensively as possible 
offset any significant adverse effects on the environment due to implementation of the Master 
Plan.  

5.4.2 Monitoring 

The SEA Directive requires that significant environmental effects of the implementation of 
plans and programmes are monitored in order “to identify at an early stage unforeseen 
adverse effects and to be able to undertake appropriate remedial action”. 

The monitoring programme for the POW Master Plan will be based on the Targets and 
Indicators outlined in Table 5-1.  The programme will strive to be realistic and achievable and 
will utilise existing monitoring arrangements. Examples of potential monitoring may include:  

 Status of water quality in the Estuary following implementation of the Options in the 

Master Plan. 

 Monitoring of the conservation status of protected habitats and species following 

implementation of the Options in the Master Plan. 

 Consultations with local residents and community groups to discern the effects of 

implementing the Master Plan. 
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6.0 CONSULTATION AND NEXT STEPS 

6.1 Pre-Assessment Consultations 

As part of the pre-assessment consultation process POW held a public information meeting 
in Passage East, Co. Waterford on 20th September 2017. Comments and views regarding the 
proposed POW Master Plan were sought from those in attendance, which largely comprised 
of local residents.  

In addition a preliminary informal consultation was also undertaken with the EPA.  The 
consultation focused on the SEA process with the major topics of discussion including:  

 Environmental impacts of the Master Plan. 

 Potential timelines & phasing of the Master Plan. 

 Assessment of alternatives. 

 Data sources and reference material for the SEA reports. 

 Consultation process, statutory and non-statutory consultees. 

6.2 SEA Statutory Consultations 

Article 6 of the SEA Directive and Article 11 of S.I. 435 of 2004 requires that the competent 
authority preparing the Plan or Programme (POW) engage in consultation with specific 
environmental authorities (statutory consultees) on the scope and level of detail to be included 
in the SEA Environmental Report.   In line with S.I. 200 of 2011, the five statutory consultees 
are established as being the:  

 Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

 Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government (DHPLG). 

 Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM). 

 Department of Communications, Climate Action and the Environment (DCCAE). 

 Department of Culture, Heritage and Gaeltacht (DCHG). 

This document has also been provided for comment to several relevant non-statutory 
stakeholders comprised of:  

 An Taisce 

 Bord Iascaigh Mhara (BIM) 

 Chamber of Commerce (Waterford, Wexford, Kilkenny) 

 Coastwatch Europe 

 Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation 

 Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport 

 Department of Rural and Community Development  

 Inland Fisheries Ireland 

 Irish Ports Associations 

 Irish Environmental Network (Environmental Pillar)  

 Irish Maritime Development Office (IMDO) 

 Local Heritage Officers (Waterford, Wexford, Kilkenny) 

 Local Authorities (Waterford, Wexford, Kilkenny) 

 Local Amenity Groups including the Cheekpoint and Faithlegg Development Group 

 National Parks and Wildlife Service 

 Office of Public Works (OPW) 

 Passage East Ferry Company 

 Southern Regional Assembly 

 The Marine Institute  
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 The Sea-Fisheries Protection Authority 

 Transport Infrastructure Ireland 

This Scoping Report will be available for inspection on the POW website and feedback will be 
welcomed from all interested parties including members of the public. In addition the Scoping 
Report will be sent to each of the consultees listed above all of whom will be invited to make 
submissions. All comments and submissions received will be recorded, reviewed and applied 
to the SEA process where relevant. As scoping is a dynamic process it is expected to continue 
up until publication of the Environmental Report.   

Once completed, Environmental Report will also be sent to the consultees. The Environmental 
Report, along with the NIS and Draft POW Master Plan will be issued for public consultation 
thereby giving stakeholders the opportunity to comment on the Plan and Environmental 
Reports. All comments received will be recorded, reviewed and applied where relevant.  

6.3 Questions for Consultees 

At this scoping stage of the SEA process, we would kindly request that consultees consider 
the following key questions: 

1) Are you in agreement with the geographic and temporal scope of the 

assessment?  

2) Are you in agreement with the scoping of the environmental assessment 

topics? 

3) Have we identified the key environmental issues relevant to the POW Master 

Plan? 

4) Are we proposing the most appropriate data to be used during the 

assessment?  

5) Are you in agreement with the approach to the SEA?  

6) Are you in agreement with the draft SEA ojectives, indicators and targets?  

7) Are you in agreement with the list of proposed consultees for the SEA 

process?  

8) Are you in agreement with the list of proposed consultees for the SEA process? 

9) Are you in agreement with the approach to the SEA?  

10) Are you in agreement with the draft SEA objectives, indicators and targets?  
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6.4 Next Steps 

The proposed timeline for the SEA process is outlined in Table 6-1 below.  
 
Table 6-1: Timeline for SEA Process 

Action Timeline 

SEA Screening Report  Completed June 2018 

SEA Scoping Report  Completed July 2018 

SEA Scoping Consultation Phase July – Sept 2018 (8 weeks) 

SEA Scoping Report, revised as required Oct 2018 

SEA Environmental Report and NIS  Aug – Nov 2018 

SEA Environmental Report & NIS Public Consultation  Nov 2018 – Jan 2019 (12 weeks)  

SEA Environmental Report and NIS, revised as 
required 

March 2019 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
The Port of Waterford (POW) is currently in the process of developing a 25 year Master Plan 
that will provide guidance and strategic context for future developments at the Port.   

Under the European Directive (2001/42/EC) on the Assessment of the Effects of Certain Plans 
and Programmes on the Environment, certain plans and programme require an environmental 
assessment known as a Strategic Environment Assessment (SEA). This directive, termed the 
SEA Directive, was transposed into national legislation by: 

 European Communities (Environmental Assessment of Certain Plans and 

Programmes) Regulations 2004 (S.I. 435/2004), as amended by S.I. 200 of 2011 

 Planning and Development (Strategic Environmental Assessment) Regulations 2004 

(S.I. 436/2004), as amended by S.I. 200 and 201 of 2011.  

SEA is a process for evaluating the likely environmental effects of implementing a Plan, 
Programme or other strategic action in order to ensure environmental considerations are 
appropriately addressed at the earliest possible stage of the decision-making process.  

First part of the SEA process is screening. This report is the screening statement for the SEA 
of the proposed Master Plan.  

1.1 Purpose of the Master Plan 

POW is Ireland’s closest multi-model Port to mainland Europe and enjoys excellent transport 
links with Ireland’s major cities. POW has been a hub for shipping to and from the southeast 
of Ireland for over 1100 years. Waterford Harbour Commissioners were established more than 
200 years ago. POW was designated as one of the five ports of national significance in that 
National Ports Policy that was produced in 2013.  

The National Ports Policy states: 

“Port master-planning is in line with international best practice generally… 

…National Ports Policy recognises strongly the desirability of this process for 
the long-term planning of all Ports of National Significance (Tier 1 and 2)”.    

The Master Plan will provide a physical framework for the sustainable development of the Port, 
describing the strategic intentions necessary to improve overall Port performance and 
illustrating a clear vision of future Port operations. 

Developing a 25 year Master Plan is considered critical to increase the commercial success 
and sustainability of the Port.  The Master Plan will set out the main infrastructural 
developments envisaged to facilitate trade in the Region for the next 25 years.  
 
The key objectives of the Master Plan will be as follows: 

1. To reduce dredging requirements at the Port 
2. To increase navigational safety and access to the Port 
3. To provide additional capacity at the Port 
4. To facilitate the development of new shore side berthing provisions and 

facilities 

A range of both shore and marine based projects will be included in the Master Plan. The 
area that will be covered by the Master Plan is shown in a map in Appendix A.  

  



Strategic Environmental Assessment Screening Report   June 2018 
Port of Waterford Master Plan   
Port of Waterford 
Co. Waterford 

 

E1475 - Malone O’ Regan Environmental  2 

2.0 SCREENING PROCESS 

Screening process establishes whether Plan/Programme must undergo an SEA. As part of 
screening, the proposed POW Master Plan was assessed to identify whether it falls within the 
requirement of the SEA Directive and whether the Plan / Programme is likely to have a 
significant impact on the environment. As part of the Screening process, POW and MOR 
consulted the EPA, and also held an introductory public meeting where the statutory 
consultees and the public were invited. 

Under Article 2(a) of the SEA Directive the plans and programmes for which an SEA is 
mandatory are those:   

 which are subject to preparation and/or adoption by an authority at national, 

regional or local level or which are prepared by an authority for adoption, 

through a legislative procedure by Parliament or Government, and, 

 which are required by legislative, regulatory or administrative provisions.  

Given that POW is a port authority and the proposed Master Plan will be a plan on the local 
level, the POW has considered it best practice to undertake an SEA to ensure that potential 
significant environmental effects will be identified and addressed as part of the Master 
Planning process.  
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3.0 CRITERIA FOR DETERMINING LIKELY SIGNIFICANT EFFECTS 
ON THE ENVIRONMENT 

The screening process was completed in accordance with the EPA Guidance ‘Development 
of Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Methodologies for Plans and Programmes in 
Ireland’. 

The area of the proposed Master Plan was assessed against the standard set of criteria 
specified in Annex II of the SEA Directive and Schedule 1 of S.I. 435/2004 (as amended).   

The results of the screening assessment are detailed in Table 3-1 and Table 3-2 below.  

 
Table 3-1: Environmental Screening Assessment Part 1 

The characteristics of the plan, having 
regard, in particular, to 

Summary of significant effects  

i) The degree to which the plan sets a framework 
for projects and other activities, either with regard 
to the location, nature, size and operating 
conditions or by allocating resources 

The objective of the Master Plan will be to provide 
the framework to guide the physical, social and 
economic development of the Port. It will contain 
details of future marine and shore based 
developments to be carried out at the Port, which 
will result in further projects in this area.  

The projects within the area of the Master Plan 
will extend throughout the estuary, spanning two 
designated areas – Lower River Suir SAC and 
River Barrow and River Nore SAC. 

ii) The degree to which the plan influences other 
plans and programmes including those in a 
hierarchy 

The Master Plan will take account of and in turn 
plays a role in informing national, regional and 
local planning frameworks. The following 
documents are relevant to the Master Plan:  

 National Ports Policy 2013. 

 National Planning Framework 2040 

 Waterford City Development Plan 2013-
2019. 

 Waterford County Development Plan 
2011-201. 

 Kilkenny County Development Plan 
2014 – 2020. 

 Ferrybank Belview Draft Local Area 
Plan 2017-2023. 

iii) The relevance of the plan for the integration of 
environmental considerations in particular with a 
view to promoting sustainable development 

Key objective of the Master Plan will be 
sustainable development of POW.  This will be 
ensured by integrating environmental 
considerations into the Master Plan.  

The area subject to the POW Master Plan area is 
an estuary (Waterford Harbour), which is 
considered one of the most dynamic and 
complex ecosystems. 

The objective will be to enhance economic and 
social aspects in the local area, while protecting 
habitats and species within Lower River Suir 
SAC and River Barrow and River Nore SAC, 
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The characteristics of the plan, having 
regard, in particular, to 

Summary of significant effects  

avoiding adverse impacts on the local fishing 
communities or impact on amenity of the area.  

iv) Environmental problems relevant to the plan The potential exists that environmental impacts 
may occur as a result of the Master Plan 
development works, in the absence of 
appropriate mitigation measures.  

The exact nature of the impacts will be 
dependent on the specific projects undertaken, 
however potential impacts include: 

 Degradation of water quality. 

 Habitat degradation and loss. 

 Reduced species diversity and 
distribution. 

 Increased noise levels. 

 Impacts of shellfish beds. 

 Landscape and visual impacts. 

 Flood risk and sea level change. 

Measures will be included to minimise and if 
possible avoid adverse impacts on the 
environment, particularly taking into account 
European Commission’s 2011 guidelines “The 
Implementation of the Birds and Habitats 

Directives in Estuaries and Coastal Zones”.   

v) The relevance of the plan or programme for 
the implementation of European Union legislation 
on the environment (e.g. plans and programmes 
linked to waste-management or water 
protection). 

While the Master Plan will not have the direct 
purpose of implementing EU legislation, it will 
have the potential to influence the 
implementation of EU environmental policies and 
legislation at a regional level.  

 

Table 3-2: Environmental Screening Assessment Part 2 

Characteristics of the effects and of the area 
likely to be affected, having regard, in 
particular ,to 

Summary of significant effects  

i) The possibility, duration, frequency and 
reversibility of the effects 

Implementation of projects which will form the 
Master Plan will have the potential to result in 
long term, irreversible effects on the 
environment, in the absence of appropriate 
planning. However as part of the planning 
process, mitigation measures will be proposed to 
either avoid, or if this is not possible, to minimise 
the duration, scale and nature of the potential 
adverse effects.  

Moreover, appropriate assessment of proposed 
projects will be undertaken on a case-by-case 
basis.  
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Characteristics of the effects and of the area 
likely to be affected, having regard, in 
particular ,to 

Summary of significant effects  

ii) The cumulative nature of the effects The potential exists for projects within the area of 
the Master Plan to result in cumulative effects 
along with other plans and developments in the 
area, in the absence of appropriate planning. 
However, for the reasons outlined under Criterion 
i) above, it is anticipated that in general, any 
negative cumulative environmental effects will be 
reduced or negated. Cumulative effects related 
to the projects within the area of the Master Plan 
will be examined as part of the SEA process.  

iii) The transboundary nature of the effects It is not anticipated that there will be any 
significant national or regional transboundary 
effects resulting from implementation of the 
projects within the Master Plan.  

iv) The risks to human health or the environment 
(e.g. due to accidents), the magnitude and spatial 
extent of the effects (geographical area and size 
of population likely to be affected) 

In the absence of mitigation measures, there is a 
potential for impacts on human health, mostly 
limited to noise and air quality, mostly during 
construction stage. However, this will be 
assessed during planning for each individual 
project.  

v) The magnitude and spatial extent of the effects The implementation of the projects within the 
area of the Master Plan has the potential for 
environmental impacts not only at Waterford Port 
but also in Waterford City and County and the 
South East Region. In addition, two Natura 2000 
sites are situated within the Master Plan area, 
there is a potential for the Master Plan to have a 
wide geographical impact spreading through 
these Nature 2000 sites. However, the key 
objective of the Master Plan will be to avoid or 
mitigate against such potential impacts.  

vi) The value and vulnerability of the area likely 
be affected due to:  

a) Special natural characteristics or 
cultural heritage  

b) Exceeded environmental quality 
standards or limit values 

c) Intensive land-use 
 

a) There are a number of Natura 2000 sites, 
proposed Natural Heritage Areas (pNHAs), 
geological heritage sites, shipwrecks and records 
of protected structures located within the Master 
Plan area as shown in Appendix 1. The potential 
for both positive and negative impacts will be fully 
investigated as part of the SEA process. 
Appropriate Assessment will be undertaken for 
the Master Plan which will involve consultation 
with the relevant environmental stakeholders.   

b) The implementation of the Master Plan 
proposals will have a potential to cause a breach 
in water quality standards established through 
European and national regulations. However, the 
SEA will set the objectives and targets to protect 
those standards. 
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Characteristics of the effects and of the area 
likely to be affected, having regard, in 
particular ,to 

Summary of significant effects  

c) The Master Plan projects will potentially result 
in the intensification of existing land uses with 
regard to port function at the Port of Waterford. 
POW is committed to undertaking this 
intensification in a sustainable manner.  

vii) The effects on area or landscape which have 
a recognised national, European Union or 
international protection status 

 

The Master Plan area is located within the Low 
River Suir SAC and the River Barrow and River 
Nore SAC. In addition a total of six (6 No.) 
pNHA’s are located within the Master Plan area.  

It’s the policy of the Waterford City Development 
Plan to protect views to and from the River Suir 
deemed to be of special amenity value. In 
addition the coastline of Waterford is designated 
as a visually vulnerable area in terms of a 
landscape evaluation carried out as part of the 
Waterford County Development Plan.  

One of the objectives of the Master Plan will be 
to avoid or minimise impacts on landscape and 
to protect the views and designated areas. 
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4.0 CONCLUSION 

The screening process concluded that the Strategic Environmental Assessment for the 
proposed Master Plan for Port of Waterford will be carried out based on the following: 

 Assessment of applicability of Article 2(a) of the SEA Directive. 

 Outcome of the initial consultation with the statutory and non-statutory 
consultees. 

 Sensitivity of the receiving environment, and associated potential impacts. 

Port of Waterford is committed to carrying out a Strategic Environmental Assessment for the 
proposed Master Plan, with the ultimate result of avoiding or mitigating potential impacts and 
ensuring long-term sustainable development of the area of the Master Plan. 
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5.0 NEXT STEPS AND APPROACH TO THE SEA 

 

The next stages of the SEA process will include the following:   

 

1. Scoping 
 
This stage will determine the content and level of detail for the SEA in consultation 
with the designated statutory consultees. The output of this stage will be the scoping 
report and will includes the likely environmental effects, the proposed assessment 
methodology and the structure and content of the Environmental Report. The scoping 
report will aim to generate comments from stakeholders on the appropriateness of the 
scope and approach to the SEA.  
 
Scheduled for: Q2/3 2018  

 
2. Environmental Assessment 

 
The purpose of this stage will be to identify and address the likely environmental 
effects of the Plan / Programme. This stage will involve a formal and transparent 
assessment of existing environmental conditions, predicating how the environment is 
expected to change as a result of the Plan/Programme, evaluating the significance of 
the changes and considering how the Plan/ Programme can be revised or altered to 
mitigate against adverse effects. The output of this stage, the SEA Environmental 
Report, will also be the main output of the SEA process. Public consultation will also 
be carried out at this stage. The comments will feed into the final version of the 
Environmental Report. 

  Scheduled for: Q3/4 2018  
 

3.  SEA Statement 
 
The stage will involve the preparation of a document termed the SEA Statement which 
will summarise the process undertaken and identifiy how environmental 
considerations and consultations will be integrated into the final Plan / Programme.  
Scheduled for: Q4 2018  
 
 
In parallel with the SEA, POW will carry out an Appropriate Assessment (AA) to assess 
the potential impacts, if any, of the projects within the area of Master Plan and 
Kdetermine the appropriateness, or otherwise, in context of the conservation 
objectives of nearby Natura 2000 sites. It is expected that Stage 2 AA – Natura Impact 
Statement will also be prepared, providing mitigation measures in context of 
maintaining the integrity of the Natura 2000 sites. 
 
Further, Strategic Flood Risk Assessment will also be completed.  
 
Throughout the SEA process, input and mitigation measures from all three 
assessments will feed into the development of the Master Plan. 
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6.0 CONTACT POINT 
 
For any additional information or comments regarding the SEA of the Master Plan please 
contact Mr. Kevin O’ Regan as follows: 
 
 
Post: Ms. Klara Kovacic 

Ground Floor- Unit 3  
Bracken Business Park 
Bracken Road,  
Sandyford 
Dublin 18 
D18 V4K6 
 
 

Email: kkovacic@mores.ie 
 
 

Telephone:  01 567 7655 
 
 
 

 

 
 

mailto:kkovacic@mores.ie
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